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        LITERARY PILGRIMAGE TO THE SOUL OF ENGLAND
                                 With Roger Housden
                            May 28th to June 5th. 2012

A unique and leisurely journey through southern England and the landscape that inspired Jane Austen, Thomas Hardy, TS Eliot, Wordsworth and Shakespeare. We visit Jane Austen's house in Hampshire, as well as the City of Bath; and Thomas Hardy's home in the county town of Dorchester. Then to the village of East Coker, location for one of TS Eliot's Four Quartets, and Tintern Abbey, the subject of Wordsworth's famous poem. We spend a day at Hay on Wye Literature Festival, the greatest festival of its kind in the world, which takes place every year in the Welsh border country. After visiting Stratford on Avon we shall attend a performance at the Globe Theatre in London, and then spend our final day visiting our own choice of London's great sights. We never drive more than a hundred miles in a day at most, and usually much less, so this is indeed a leisurely pilgrimage with no early starts.
maximum participants:12

Cost: $3,750
includes all hotels (3,4, and 5star),tips for hotel staff, seven dinners, seven breakfasts, group transport by minibus, airport transfers, services of Roger Housden and Braeda Horan.
not included: international airfare, lunches, all beverages except for included breakfasts.
Roger Housden   www.rogerhousden.com
has written some twenty books, including the best-selling Ten Poems series, three travel books, the novella Chasing Rumi, and a book on Rembrandt. All his books, whatever the subject, encourage us to ask questions that help us to live into the best that we are. His Ten Poems series has shown many thousands of readers how literature can be a guide for the soul. He will be assisted by his partner, English designer Braeda Horan.
FOR ALL QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BELOW, PLEASE CONTACT ROGER AT:                      info@rogerhousden.com or 415 924 6061
   Literary pilgrimage to the soul of England     
                                
                                                  ITINERARY

DAY ONE. MAY 28

Land in London and transfer to Oakley Court, a beautiful country hotel on the banks of the River Thames in Windsor. Relax, meet the group, and share in group orientation with Roger and Braeda. Late afternoon visit to Windsor. Dinner and overnight.

DAY TWO. MAY 29

Today we drive south to Jane Austen's house in the village of Chawton, Hampshire, where she wrote many of her novels. On to the beautiful cathedral of Winchester, where Jane Austen is buried and where the mythical Round Table of King Arthur has been installed for the last six hundred years. Then to the rolling hills of the county of Dorset, home of Thomas Hardy and the setting for nearly all of his novels. Dinner and overnight at Yalden Cottage Hotel in the midst of Hardy country. Review of the day, reference to Hardy’s Return of the Native with questions and reflections with Roger.

DAY THREE. MAY 30

We visit Hardy's birthplace on the moors, and then drive into the county of Somerset to the timeless village of East Coker, the setting and title of one of TS Eliot's Four Quartets, and also the site of his grave. Lunch in the village while Roger reads excerpts from East Coker. Then on to Bath, often a character itself in Jane Austen’s novels, but also a Roman city with the Roman hot baths still in use. Dinner in a local restaurant or pub and overnight at the Halcyon Hotel in the city center. Review of the day, reference to Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, with questions and reflections with Roger.

DAY FOUR. MAY 31
Full day in Bath. We visit the Roman Baths, the Museum of 18th Century Costume, and stroll at our leisure around one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Dinner in a local pub or restaurant and review of the day with questions and reflections with Roger.

DAY FIVE. JUNE 1
Mid-morning drive to the romantic ruins of Tintern Abbey, on the banks of the River Wye which borders England and Wales. The Wye Valley was painted by Turner, written about by Coleridge, and most famously, by Wordsworth in his Ode to Tintern Abbey. Then on up the river Wye to Hereford, an ancient county and market town. Its magnificent cathedral houses the Mappa Mundi, a 13thcentury map of the spiritual and physical worlds, and a 13th.century copy of the Magna Carta. Dinner and overnight at the three star Green Dragon Hotel. Review of the day, Wordsworth poetry reading and reflections with Roger.

DAY SIX. JUNE 2
Full day at Hay on Wye Literature Festival, a half hour drive from Hereford. The Hay Festival attracts some of the greatest writers in the English language, and the day offers a wide choice of talks, lectures and discussions on a large range of themes, many of them free of charge. The festival takes place in the midst of some of the most beautiful and also remote landscape in the United Kingdom. Dinner and overnight at The Green Dragon. Review of the day, poetry and reflections with Roger.

DAY SEVEN. JUNE 3
Leave Hereford and drive to Stratford on Avon, the town that lives and breathes Shakespeare. We visit Shakespeare's birthplace. Drive on to London and catch an early evening performance at the Globe Theatre, an exact reproduction of Shakespeare's original theatre. Overnight at the five star Grange St. Paul’s, next to the Cathedral in London. 

DAY EIGHT. JUNE 4
Full day on your own to explore London. Your choice - The Tate Modern, The National Gallery, The British Museum, Harrods for shoppers, a cruise on the River Thames. Final dinner together in the vicinity of St. Paul’s with reflections and thoughts for the journey home.
DAY NINE. JUNE 5
Departure from Heathrow to USA.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
COST PER PERSON OF $3,750 INCLUDES: All in-country ground transportation; meals as indicated on itinerary; hotel with double/twin room accommodations; baggage and meal gratuities; permits and entrance fees; leader; trip manager; local guides as required. 
NOT INCLUDED: Airport departure taxes; passport and visa fees; excess baggage charges; laundry; telephone calls or other personal items; alcoholic beverages; meals not specified in the itinerary; tips to room maids; tips to local guides, if any (optional, yet customary); taxis to non-scheduled events; medical, hospital or evacuation costs. (Supplemental accident and baggage insurance is strongly recommended.)
RESERVATIONS: Early reservations are recommended since group size is limited to just 12 people and the journey requires adequate preparation time. To reserve a space, submit reservation form below along with $500 deposit per person.
PAYMENT:
To confirm your place send a signed copy of the registration form below with $500 deposit ( $250 non-returnable) by check payable to Roger Housden at 8.Eden Lane, Larkspur, Ca.94939. The remainder of the funds, including a single room supplement if applicable, is due by check to the same address by January 1st.2012. We do not have a credit card payment facility.

CANCELLATION FEES & TRANSFERS: 
Cancellations must be received in writing by Roger Housden  by letter or fax. We calculate your refund based on the day we receive written notification.  Regardless of reason or cause, cancellations result in the costly processing of letters, phone calls, record adjustments, refund checks, as well as a loss of time which often precludes resale.  Thus, there is a nonrefundable cancellation fee of $250 per person. The following penalties will apply on cancellations:
   Minimum fee: $250 per person
   90-120 days prior to departure: $500 per person
   60-90 days prior to departure: 50% of trip price	
     0-60 days prior to departure:100% of trip price unless we find someone to take your place.
Please note that no partial refund will be given for unused travel for any reason once the trip begins. 
CANCELLATION INSURANCE: To protect against loss from cancellation for any reason, or due to an accident or the illness of self or immediate family members, cancellation insurance is strongly recommended. You may use any Travel Insurance of your choice. 
SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT: $850.00
Travelers wishing to have a single room pay a single room surcharge of $850 and a single room will be assigned where available. For travelers wishing roommates, we try to match single persons with others of the same gender who are requesting a roommate. If you enroll less than 75 days prior to departure and no roommate is available, you will be requested to pay the single supplement rate.
BAGGAGE: Baggage is at owner’s risk entirely.
SMOKING: This is a non-smoking group.
RESPONSIBILITY: Roger Housden acts only as an agent for the passenger in regard to travel, whether by airplane, motor coach, motorcar, boat or railroad, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of defect in any vehicle or for any reason whatsoever, or through the acts or default of any company or person engaged in conveying the passenger, or in carrying out the arrangements for the trip. R.H. can accept no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses are to be borne by the passenger as group rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. The right is reserved to substitute hotels of similar category for those indicated. Right is reserved to decline to accept any person as a member of the group or to ask a person to leave the group if the person is deemed disruptive to the group. The signed registration form below shall be deemed to be consent to the above conditions. Any disagreement will be settled by mediation in Marin County, in the State of California. If resolution cannot be reached through mediation, parties agree to arbitration in Marin County, in the State of California.
                                                 
                                                       REGISTRATION FORM
   
 LITERARY PILGRIMAGE TO THE SOUL OF ENGLAND: MAY 28 TO JUNE 5 2012

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME:

ADDRESS: 

EMAIL:

PHONE:

I am vegetarian/non –vegetarian  (please circle)

I require the following accommodation for this trip ( please indicate with X):
Double room ( $3,750 per person)
Twin room ( $3,750 per person)
Double room for single occupancy if available ( $3,750 + $850 single supplement = $4,600)

I have read the terms and conditions and agree to them. I enclose my $500 deposit. 
Please sign below:

Signed
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